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Therapeutic cannabis 

groups have called on the 

police to stop persecuting 
disabled people who take the 
drug to ease their conditions. 

The call came after a disabled 

woman told how she was treated 
like a “criminal” for cannabis 

possession, during a six-hour 
police station ordeal. 

Jane (right), from South 
London, has ankylosing 
“spondylitis and was arrested, 
held at a police station until 
mn and then cautioned, after 

a neighbour reported her. 
_ Jane now has a criminal 
‘record and her name will 
remain on police files for five 
years. She is hiding her identity 
because she is so ashamed. 

“Regardless of your disability 

- still caution you. It was 
really horrible. I have never 
been in trouble with the police 
before. I even paid my poll tax.” 


Jane’s arrest has made her 
health worse and she is now 
terrified she will be arrested 
again for using cannabis. 

Lezley Gibson, of 
Therapeutic Help 
Cannabis for Multiple Sclerosis, 
encourages all disabled people 
to take their cases to court 
rather than accepting a caution, 
because that means they are 
admitting they are in the wrong. 

An Association of Chief 
Police Officers spokesman con- 
firmed that possession remains 
a criminal offence but said offi- 
cers could use their discretion. 

But Gibson said inconsistency 
among officers and a softer 
police line in Brixton while crimi- 
nalising disabled people “stinks”. 

“They are doing it for fun. 
We do it to stop us being incon- 
tinent, in pain and in a wheel- 
chair. We are not criminals. It’s 
time the police stopped perse- 
cuting disabled people.” 

A Metropolitan Police 
spokeswoman said the force 


from 


leaves such decisions up to the 
discretion of individual officers. 

Don Barnard, of the Legalise 
Cannabis Alliance, said the 
damage prosecuting disabled 
people can do was shown when 
disabled campaigner Biz Ivol 
(DN August) took an overdose 
when her trial was shelved. 

He called for the government 
to clarify the law on therapeu- 
tic use, and said the Crown 
Prosecution Service should have 
a presumption against prosecu- 
tion in such cases. He says dis- 
abled people should write to 
their MPs to demand change.* 

Meanwhile, the MS Society 
welcomed _ the 
Institute for Clinical Excellence 


National 


starting work on an appraisal 
of cannabis medicines for MS. 
And the Medical Research 
Council is recruiting 400 people 
undergoing surgery to take part 
in a study of cannabis as a post- 
operative pain relief.** 
* www.lca-uk.org/challenge.php 
 www.mrc.ac.uR 


Police ‘persecute’ cannabis users 
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Drugs withdrawal danger 


Campaigners are calling on the 
government to “urgently 
review” guidelines on the dis- 
continuation of drugs by phar- 
maceutical companies. 
Companies only have to give 
three to six months warning 
before taking drugs off the 
shelves, which campaigners say is 
not always enough time to with- 
draw safely from medication. 
The issue was highlighted 
last month as an estimated 
10,000 people on the epilepsy 
drug Mysoline, a barbituate 
associated with severe with- 
drawal problems, were faced 
with it being pulled. 
Manufacturers AstraZeneca 
eventually bowed to pressure 
from doctors and patient 


groups and confirmed the 
drug’s availability until at least 
August 2004. 

But Epilepsy Action said the 
Case, provedathe mecd t0n.a 
review of current voluntary 
guidelines to ensure drugs are 
phased out according to the 
possible effect on patients. 

A spokeswoman said: “This 
is just a first step. People taking 
Mysoline will anxiously await 
further news before being fully 
reassured that the drug they 
rely on will continue to be 
available beyond August.” 

She added: “People who use 
barbituates for other conditions 
will be extremely concerned by 
this case. If we hadn’t lobbied 
on this it could have had a huge 


impact on a lot of people. 

“We will continue to lobby 
for a change in the guidelines 
so that it depends on the type 
of drug how much notice 
should be given.” 

AstraZeneca said it was 
actively trying to pass Mysoline 
to an alternative manufacturer 
to ensure its continued supply 
after August. 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said there were 
no immediate plans to change 
the regulations. 

She said: “When concerns 
are raised, as in this case, we 
contact the manufacturer to 
ensure everything is done to 
ensure on-going production for 
those that need it.” 


On the cover: members of the choir of the Milton Margai School for the Blind from Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, performing in Leicester Square, London, last month. Many of them were blinded by rebel 
soldiers during their country’s 11 year civil war, which also forced their school’s evacuation in 1997 
and led to it being badly damaged in January 1999, when thousands in Freetown were murdered and 
much of the city destroyed. The three dozen children and young adults have been taking part in their 
first tour of the UK, with proceeds going to the school. The final concert will take place at 7.30pm 
at Methodist Central Hall, Parliament Square, London, on Friday, 29 August. 

Tickets are £10 and available from Liz Fennell, tel 01895 238635. 
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News 3 


Inclusion fears 


Parents of disabled children in 
Scotland are being urged to 
monitor the quality of provision 
in mainstream schools this term 
amid concerns of a funding gap. 

Laws introducing a “pre- 
sumption of mainstreaming” 
for children with special educa- 
tional needs (SEN) came into 
force last month and could see 
up to 5,000 more children edu- 
cated in mainstream settings. 

But a report by Audit 
Scotland and the Education 
Inspectorate in May revealed a 
deficit of up to £121m in the cost 
of transferring the majority of 
children with SEN to main- 
stream schools by the start of 
term. 

Gwen Carr, director of UK 
services at the National Deaf 
Children’s Society, advised par- 


ents to complain “robustly” to 
the Scottish Executive if their 
child’s education “doesn’t meet 
their needs”. 

“It is often thought that 
inclusion is a cheap option, but 
this is not the case if main- 
streaming is done properly — as 
has been shown in this case.” 

The report also warned of a 
lack of planning by councils and 
NHS bodies to implement the 
provisions under the Standards 
in Scotland’s Schools Act. 

Scotland’s Education and 
Young People Minister, Peter 
Peacock, said the figures were 
estimates and involved making 
“assumptions and judgements”. 

Inclusion funds would 
increase by 35 per cent next year 
and capital spending for school 
facilities by £1.2bn, he said. 


| STUDIO CEE PHOTOGRAPHY 


Microlight fantastic: Miles Hilton-Barber, a blind RNIB manager, was set to fly a microlight across the 
English Channel on 23 or 24 August, alongside sighted co-pilot Storm Smith, to mark the centenary of 
the first controlled power flight by the Wright Brothers. Hilton-Barber (pictured, above left) is preparing 
for a flight to Sydney next year. Flight instruments have been adapted with voice recognition software. 


Glory for 


A pair of blind drivers have 
wrested land speed 
records from the grasp of a 
non-disabled driver. 

Last year (DN June 2002), 
Alistair Weaver, who is not 
visually impaired, used a blind- 
fold to break the blind land 
speed record by driving at over 
140 mph. 

But last month Weaver’s 
“record”, now renamed the 
“blindfold” land speed 
record, was toppled by two dis- 
abled speedsters. 

First out of the blocks on 2 
August was Billy Baxter (DN 


two 


August), who smashed the blind 
motorbike record by more than 
80 mph, with a speed of 
164.9mph on his Kawasaki 
(left). He also beat Weaver’s 
overall blind land speed record. 

Baxter, who was raising 
money for St Dunstan’s*, said: 
“T wanted to win the record 
back for the blind and show the 
public what the blind and visu- 
ally impaired can achieve with 
training.” 

Just 11 days later, Mike 
Newman, a manager for 
Barclays, beat the blind car 
land speed record, by driving a 


blind speed demons 


Jaguar at 144.75mph. 

Newman, who was raising 
money for The Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association**, said: 
“Travelling at these speeds is 
phenomenal, and the fact that 
I’m alone in the car is simply 
incredible.” 

An RNIB spokeswoman 
said: “These are real achieve- 
ments when you consider that 
blind people will not have had 
the advantages a sighted person 
attempting these records would 
have had.” 
*www.st-dunstans.org.uk 
**www.speedofsight.co.uk 


Advocacy funds 
The Welsh Assembly 
_ Government is providing 
_£1.15million to increase the 
number of learning disabled 
people with access to 
advocacy. The grants will be 
_ spread over three years, with 
£250,000 available in 2003/04. 
_ The first round of funding* 
_ closes on 17 October. 
*To apply, call Caroline Wall 
on 01562 723027 or email 
c.wall@bild.orguk 


Video service 


A new service provides deaf 
_ people with British Sign 
Language interpreters via a 
videophone. The video 
interpreting service* 
connects a deaf person at 
one end with an interpreter 
at the offices of the RNID at 
the other. The charity has 42 
videophones around the 
country. 
*Tel/text 0870 765 7446, 
Monday to Friday, 9am-Spm. 
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“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


ou could end up saving 

hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


Jen prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


PriceCuide 
could saye 


You hundreds of pounds” 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN903, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 1BR 
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PETERBOROUGH EVENING TEBE GR! 


Snake a break: Alberta Rochester meets boa constrictor Bubba at 


Deafblind UK’s annual rally on 14 August at their national centre in 
Hampton. The theme was “The Circus”. 


DN'’s Sam: ‘He 


Mary Wilkinson, editor, writes: 
Three years ago, a lively, fast 
talking American applied for a 
part-time job as layout sub on 
DN. Sam Gillespie was com- 
pleting his PhD in philosophy 
and wanted to work using his 
graphic design skills. Little did 
we realise what an impact those 
skills would have on DN. 

Sam was the first person to 
break copy up into boxes and 
use colour background tints, 
which work so well on the arts 
and checkout pages. He 
designed collages and illustra- 
tions to liven up features, and 


took over the crossword 


images. “Image” was a word I 
learned from him. 

He took responsibility for 
commissioning arts and book 
reviews. He also had ideas for 
improving DN and reaching 
more potential readers — his lat- 
est was an access booklet, simi- 
lar to one he was completing 
for gay Londoners. 

He took part in the monthly 
hurly burly around Jamie’s com- 
puter where, amid laughter and 
banter, the editorial team vied 
for the best pun on the cover, 
and some of them were his. 

He was a vital part of DN, 
and we miss him dreadfully. 


Mobility Abroad 


1). Going on holiday to Costa 


Blanca (Benidorm) 


. Are you thinking of taking 


your scooter/power 
wheelchair? 


. At last there is a company 


based in the U.K. to take care 


of all your needs! 


. You can now hire with peace of mind we will deliver 
free of charge to your hotel, apartment, villa 
throughout the Costa Blanca. 


. No more struggling at airport and transportation 
costs. 


Please phone on freephone: 0800 783 8364 


The Metropolitan Police are 
calling for new laws that would 
see tougher sentences for 
crimes motivated by hatred of a 
person’s disability. 

Harsher sentences for hate 
crimes has been proposed as an 
amendment to the Criminal 
Justice Bill, currently going 
through Parliament. 

The Met said sentencing 
policies needed to reflect the 
fact that hate crimes are “com- 
pletely unacceptable” and that 
a significant penalty could act 
as a deterrent. 

A police spokeswoman told 
DN: “It also sends a message to 


will be 


Mike Mottram, Sam’s partner, 
writes: | first met Sam when 
my life was in turmoil. He was 
a little odd; certainly an indi- 
vidual. I had never met anyone 
with such a strong sense of 
individuality, and I fell for him 
because of his difference. 

Sam refreshed my views by 
challenging, enlightening and 
informing. He was able to 
bring together a huge intellect 
with a great sense of fun. His 
wit and mannerisms made him 
fascinating company. 

Sam could inform and con- 
tribute to any subject. On the 
bookshelves of philosophy sec- 
tions you will find his contri- 
butions in well recognised 
books in his field. How sad it 
was that he could never see his 
own remarkable intellect. 

Sam had a way of under- 
standing the world often based 
on his empathy for the impact 
of political decisions on the 
lives of ordinary people. 

He demonstrated for politi- 


Vet call for new 
hate crime laws 


the community that the con- 
cerns of disabled people, and 
crimes against them, are being 
treated seriously. 

“Disability is a feature in all 
communities — you can be 
black and disabled, gay and 
disabled, female and disabled. 
This group can therefore feel 
disadvantaged on two counts. 

“Bringing the law up to date 
would help counter any feelings 
that the disabled are a ‘forgot- 
ten’ group.” 

An offence of racially aggra- 
vated assault was introduced in 
1998 but nothing similar exists 
on disability, sexuality or gender. 


cal causes, fervent in his oppo- 
sition to the Iraq war and sup- 
port for the plight of the 
Palestinian people. 

In the end, the expectations 
he set himself were too great. 


A coalition of gay and | 


disability charities has been 
lobbying for the amendment 


put forward by Lord Dholakia | 


and Baroness 
Richmond. 


Hartfis. of 


Nicholas Russell, campaigns | 


officer at the Royal National 
Institute of the Blind, said the 
charity would be working with 
the police on what was a “very 
important campaign”. 

He said: “According to a 
Disability Rights Commission 
survey, a quarter of disabled 
people have 


harassment related to their 
disability.” 


missed 


He died suddenly while holi- 
daying in Spain. 

He was always there for me: 
loyal, faithful and my best 
friend. 

He will be greatly missed. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


New Tory shadow — 
The Conservative Party has 
appointed Nigel Waterson, 
MP for Eastbourne, as its 
new Shadow Minister for 
People with Disabilities. He 
replaces Tim Boswell MP. 


Histories revealed 
The University of Leicester 
has launched a research pro- 
ject to bring to light the his- 
tories of disabled people’s 
lives that are often hidden in 
museums and galleries. 

Buried in the Footnotes 
will also explore how such 
material is recorded and pre- 
sented. 
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News 5 


-YDP venue chaos! Ali set for new limbs 


An event organised for 500 peo- 
ple to celebrate the European 
Year of Disabled People (EYDP) 
had to be cancelled at the last 
minute after council officials 
admitted the venue had no 
accessible emergency exit. 
Brent Association’ of 
Disabled People (BADP), which 
organised the event, is now fac- 
ing costs of around £2,000 for 
performers and interpreters 
hired for the day as well as trav- 
el expenses for up to 100 dis- 
abled people who turned up. 
Brent Council told BADP 
that its Bridge Park Centre was 
an accessible venue but less than 
a week before the event said 
there was no exit route for dis- 
abled people in the event of fire. 
BADP is now seeking reim- 
bursement from the council for 


the event, which took months 
to organise. 

Rachel Hurst, who has coor- 
dinated other EYDP events, 
said the council’s behaviour 
was “disgusting”. 

“They shouldn’t be allowing 
public buildings to operate 
under these sorts of rulings. It 
is discriminatory and incom- 
patible with EYDP objectives.” 

Brent Council said it regretted 
the event had to be cancelled and 
would be meeting with BADP in 
September to talk about holding 
it in an alternative venue. 

A spokesman said: “The 
large number of likely attendees 
in wheelchairs caused health 
and safety concerns about how 
the centre would be able to cope 
with a large scale evacuation of 
people in the event of fire.” 


Two children who were serious- 
ly injured in the Iraq war have 
begun treatment in the UK that 
will lead to them receiving 
prosthetic limbs. 

Their stay and treatment at 
the Roehampton Rehabilitation 
Centre are being paid for by a 
fund* set up by the Limbless 
Association (LA) to rehabilitate 
and provide prostheses for 
Iraqi children who lost limbs in 
the war. 

The fund has raised more 
than £275,000. It was launched 
after a huge public response to 
13-year-old Ali Ismail Abbas 
(pictured, right), who had both 
arms amputated and lost many 
relatives after a missile strike. 

He and Ahmad Hamza, a 14- 
year-old who lost his right leg 
and left hand, are the first to 


benefit from the fund. 

The treatment and rehabili- 
tation are likely to take up to 
six months. 

Kaya Mallinder, of LA, said: 
“Both Ali and Ahmad are doing 
very well. They seem to be very 
happy boys considering every- 
thing they have gone through.” 


Meanwhile, 11-year-old 
Cornel Hrisca-Munn, who 
was born in Romania with 
missing limbs and later 
adopted by a British couple, 
has raised more than £3,500 
for the Ali Fund through a 
sponsored swim. 
*www.justgiving.com/alisfund 


New work pilots start in October |Motability job fears 


The first pilots of Labour’s new 
approach to getting disabled 
people into work are due to 
start in October. 

The Pathways to Work pro- 
posals, which came out last 
November, include controver- 
sial, compulsory, work-focused 
interviews for new claimants of 
incapacity benefit. 


“4 


I 


oe ibody 


They are to be piloted in 
Renfrewshire, Derbyshire and 
Bridgend in October, followed 
by East Lancashire, Somerset, 
Essex, Gateshead and South 
Tyneside in April, until 2006. 

Caroline Lewis, employment 
policy officer at the Disability 
Rights Commission, said cam- 
paigners had _ originally 


Hi -2£ri. 
th of Glo 


expressed a2 lot of concern” 
about the proposals but were 
now waiting to see what hap- 
pened. 

Shessaid? “If they’ ré a‘suc- 
cess, the hope is they will be 
more important than the New 
Deal for Disabled People in 
addressing the issue of work for 
disabled people.” 


@ FREE no obligation 


Staff at the firm which runs the 
Motability car schemes are 
bracing themselves for possible 
further job losses this month. 

About 90 staff lost their jobs 
with Motability Operations 
(MO) in January as part of the 
first of three planned phases of 
restructuring. 

Mike Betts, MO’s chief oper- 
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ating officer, said there could be 
further redundancies from the 
remaining workforce of about 
800 during the second phase, to 
be announced this month. 

Betts said: “The key thrust 
of this change is to make 
Motability affordable and 
improve its service.” 

(See Motoring, page 19) 
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6 News 


Welsh shut-out| Stranded 80-year-old 
enied a stairlift 


The umbrella body of the dis- 
abled movement in Wales has 
been accused of excluding the 
majority of its disabled mem- 
bers from voting on changes to 
its constitution. 

Groups from Swansea and 
Llanelli say Disability Wales 
(DW) held a general meeting to 
vote on becoming a majority 
disabled-run organisation in a 
remote village with no public 
transport links or accessible 
hotels. Only 50 of its 700 mem- 
bers voted. 

They are to meet with Welsh 
Assembly officials to make a 
complaint about the process. 

Brendan Campbell, of 
Swansea Safe Access Group, 
said: “We would have liked to 
have been involved and have a 
democratic vote but this pre- 
vented anyone from any other 
part of Wales from getting 
there. DW said it was fair 


because it was inconvenient for 
everybody.” 

Andy Lyden, who runs the 
Swansea Disability Forum, rep- 
resenting around 100 local 
groups, said they had written 
to withdraw their membership 
of DW because members 
resented being dictated to. 

He added: “There were a 
series of meetings around the 
country to discuss this and peo- 
ple were shouted down, harassed 
and told they were antiquated.” 

Rhian Davies, DW chief 
executive, denied that people 
had been harassed at meetings. 

She said: “The vote was held 
at one of only a few accessible 
venues in mid Wales. We gave 
expenses and helped organise 
lifts. 

“Our constitution doesn’t 
allow for postal or proxy voting 
but we are addressing this in a 
further constitutional review.” 


CLOTHING LTD 


& www.directenquiries.com 
THE NATIONWIDE DISABLED ACCESS REGISTER 


Would you like to know which businesses provide the access and 
facilities that you require, before you leave your house? 


Direct Enquiries gives you the ability to interact with businesses 
via a feedback option, giving constructive comments about the 
facilities they provide or informing them of what facilities you or 
others require within that location. This helps businesses to meet 
the specific requirements of people who use their business. 


As a user you can: 


° Search for a specific type of business or service, and have the 
results prioritised by your access requirements. 


e Save favourites. 


° Feedback direct to the head offices of the businesses registered. 
* Receive email alerts of changes to any favourites. 


Direct Enquiries is easy and FREE to use and to become a 
registered user. As a registered user, Direct Enquiries will 
remember your access and facility requirements every time 

you carry out a search. You will also be able to easily retrieve 
information on all your regularly visited locations by saving their 


details as ‘favourites’. 


Direct Enquiries has been developed to provide a platform to 
allow businesses and users to share information. 


Just some of the multiple organizations that are currently listing 
all their locations nationwide on the register 


* Sainsbury, Iceland, Pizza Express, John Lewis, Gala Bingo, Gala 
Casino, MFI, Banana Book Shops, Garfunkels, Café Uno, Alliance 
& Leicester, Moss Pharmacy, Clinton Cards, Moat House Hotels, 
Premier Lodge, Specsavers Opticians, Book Sale, Walmsley 
Furnishings, Scrivens Opticians, Cargo. 


For more information: www.directenquiries.com 
Tel: 01344 393018. E-mail: info@directenquiries.com 
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An 80-year-old disabled woman 
has become a prisoner in her 
own flat because she has not 
been allowed to install a stairlift. 

Ailsa Charlton, who has dif- 
ficulty walking because of hip 
problems, says she is unable to 
shop for herself, collect her 
mail, put her rubbish in the bin 
or visit her husband in hospital 
because of the decision by resi- 
dents and property agents at 
Burlington Court Flats, 
Altrincham. 

But she cannot challenge the 
ruling because of a loop-hole in 
disability law which means 
common areas of private build- 
ings do not have to be adapted. 


Relief for disa 


A government advisory body is 
asking disabled people and the 
aviation industry for their views 
on how to improve the design of 
disabled toilets on aircraft. 

The Disabled Persons 
Transport Advisory Committee 
(DPTAC) has set out draft vol- 
untary standards that would 
make access easier and has put 
them out for consultation*. 

They include suggestions on 
the ease of finding and reaching 
toilets, accessibility features 
within them and additional 
requirements for wheelchair 
accessible toilets. 

Keith Richards, a DPTAC 
member, said: “Aircraft toilets 
are difficult for everyone to use 
but for disabled people they 
can be impossible — it need not 
be this way.” 

Earlier this year, the govern- 
ment issued a voluntary code of 
practice on access to air travel 
for disabled people and DPTAC 
issued a supplementary guide 


She told DN: “It would just 
be in the corner, not in any- 
one’s way, and the lady upstairs 
could use it too. 

“It would make such a dif- 
ference. 

“T’ve got the freeholder’s per- 
mission and the fire officer 
agreed that there would be 
plenty of room, but the proper- 
ty agents said it might affect 
the sale of the property.” 

According to the Disability 
Rights Commission, Charlton’s 
problem is one faced by many 
older and disabled people living 
in private flats whose health 
may have deteriorated but 


who are unable to make 


ess 
for disabled passengers. 

The code said all wide-bod- 
ied and some single-aisle air- 
craft should be equipped with 
at least one toilet suitable for 


bled fliers 


adaptations to the building. 
Earlier this year it called for 

the Disability Discrimination 

Act to be changed to give land- 


lords duties for the common > 


areas of their buildings. 

It said: “This is obviously an 
issue of crucial importance. 

“If landlords have no 
responsibility for access to the 
common parts and tenants do 
not shavé sanynirigho are 
make adjustments then it 


could effectively mean that 


these areas, often the very 
areas which present most diffi- 
culty to disabled people, could 
not and would not be made 
accessible.” 


use by disabled people with a 
range of disabilities. 
*“www.dptac.gov.uk/pubs/ 
aviation/consult/index.htm. 
Comments by 17 October. 
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AOHEMOD! we / ** ®@ Aluminium 7020 
Cyclone Mobililty and Fitness are one of the leading Aluminium and Titanium ultralight 
wheelchair manufacturers. They are also suppliers of fitness and therapy equipment 
for wheelchair users. We are looking to expand our coverage and want enthusiastic 
and energetic wheelchair users to join our team of representatives both in the UK and 


overseas. If you think you are that person then contact Stuart Dunne at Cyclone. 
siness Park, Bassendale Road Bromboro 


@ Ultralight 


@ Sports 
Wheelchairs 


@ Elite 
Performance 


Everyday 
| Wheelchairs 


_ @ Bespoke 
# Design 


® Cutting Edge 
fi—'—- Technology 


® Titanium 3-2.5 
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No end to shed saga 


A woman disabled by multiple 
chemical sensitivity, who has 
been forced to live in a hut in a 
field for seven years, is threat- 
ening to sue her council for fail- 
ing to rehouse her. 

Gillian McCarthy, who can- 
not live in a normal house 
because her body reacts vio- 
lently to chemicals given off by 
everyday materials, says she 
was lucky to survive the winter. 

She has no water supply, 
sleeps in a chair because she 
has nowhere dry to put a bed, 
and has serious health prob- 
lems, including pneumonia, 
septicaemia and the after- 
effects of frostbite. 

South Somerset District 
Council (SSDC) agreed in 1996 


New Remploy offer OK'd by union 


The long-running pay dispute 
at sheltered employer Remploy 
looked close to resolution as 
DN went to press. 

Unions were urging workers 
Bo accept a £7.50 a week 
increase, plus a reduction in the 
working week. 

The row, which has been rag- 
ing for eight months, began 
with a demand from workers 


e No welding or special tools are 
needed to fit the Brotherwood Hooki. 


e Light and strong, made in stainless 
steel for fit-and-forget applications. 


e The Hooki will fit 90% of tubular framed wpeernane 
www.hooki.co.uk www.brotherwood-hooki.com 


Make sure Lah are secured as safely as Bassin when tra velling 
The Brotherwood Hooki dais offer: 


to build her a chemical-free 
house. Seven years on, both 
sides accuse each other of sabo- 
taging any possible progress. 
“They have just delayed and 


delayed and delayed,” says 
McCarthy. 
Cllr Rick Pallister, who 


heads a group set up by the 
council to find a solution, said: 
“In two and a half years, we 


for a £20 increase and almost 
reached a strike ballot as an 
offer of £5 was rejected. 

But unions said the 35-hour 
working week offer, the first of 
its kind in the manufacturing 
industry, was a significant gain. 

A GMB union spokeswoman 
said negotiations were an 
“uphill struggle” but achieving 
a work-life balance was crucial. 


The New Hooki range of fittings from 
Brotherwood could be the answer. © 


ey 


have failed to resolve any issues 
at all despite what I believe are 
the best efforts of all the agen- 
cies involved.” 

He said she was entitled to 
take SSDC to court but it 
would “not change anything at 
all within the council”. 

McCarthy hopes to raise 
money* to build a prototype 
house through Safe as Houses 
(SH), an organisation she 
helped set up to carry out 
research and provide support 
for people with mes. 

She would rent the house 
from SH, which would monitor 
the building materials and how 
she reacts to them. 

*Safe as Houses, PO Box 1400, 
Bristol BS41 9XZ 


Most shopfloor workers will 
get £191.42 a week from 
September. 

Director Ray Fletcher said 
Remploy would also pay a 
£2.37 a week bonus to lower 
paid employees. 

“We’re hopeful of getting an 
acceptance of this offer and we 
are going to be back-paying 
people from January 2003.” 


NDY GREENWELL 


The choice is yours: a spoof Blind Date contest, where a disabled 
person had to “choose” a Personal Assistant (PA), was one high- 
light of a course in July on using PAs run by Empower 2001, an 
inclusive team of young people. www.empower2001.org.uk 


An independent equality body 
says the government should 
honour its promise to improve 
access to transport for disabled 
people in Northern Ireland. 

A new report from the 
Equality Commission for 
Northern Ireland (ECNI)* 
includes details of disabled 
people who have had problems 
using various forms of transport. 

They include being charged 
extra for using accessible taxis 
and being left stranded or 
ignored by transport staff. 

Joan Harbison, ECNI’s chief 
commissioner, said: “Disabled 


for eneaichalr restraint etn using four anchor points 


Brotherwood - Hooki Lambert House, Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 6QP 
Hooki order/help line - Tel: 01935 873737 « Fax: 01935 873040 © E.mail: sales@hooki.co.uk 


How safe are you! 
When travelling in your wheelchair 


Who decides where the restraint system is attached to 
your wheelchair ? 


DDA transport call 


people contact the commission 
in large numbers concerned 
about the manner or level of 
service that they receive when 
trying to use all forms of public 
transport.” 

ECNI wants the government 
to end transport’s exemption 
from the Disability 
Discrimination Act, as well as 
introduce changes such as con- 
cessionary fares for all disabled 
people and setting a deadline 
for train carriages to be made 
fully accessible. 

*All Aboard? at www.equality 
ni.org 
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8 News 


Call for end to ILF claw back scandal 


A disabled campaigner is call- 
ing on the government to fix a 
“scandalous” flaw in the bene- 
fits system under which an 
allowance granted by local 
authorities is immediately 
clawed back by the 
Independent Living Fund 
(ILF). 

Alan Desborough (right), 
from Islington, north London, 
receives funds to pay for care 
services from both his local 
authority and the ILE. 

Following last year’s govern- 
ment review of charging for 


home care, local authorities 
now have to take disability relat- 
ed costs into account in decid- 
ing how much a disabled person 
should pay for such services. 

But because the government 
has not issued similar guidance 
to the ILF, any gains made by 
people like Desborough are 
automatically clawed back by 
the ILE 

His local authority charge 
has dropped by £11.40 a week, 
but his ILF charge has risen by 
exactly the same amount, 
because it takes the council 


payment into account. 

Desborough said: “It’s scan- 
dalous, it really is, because we 
have been fighting to get dis- 
ability related costs recognised 
for years.” 

He called on other people in 
the same situation to write to 
Maria Eagle, Minister for 
Disabled People. 

Frances Hasler, chief execu- 
tive of the National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL), 
said she had received similar 
complaints. “It clearly goes 
against what the government 


was trying to achieve in the 
charging policy.” 

But she said the ILF had 
agreed to meet NCIL to discuss 
the issue and other similar 
problems. 

A Department for Work and 
Pensions spokesman said they 
recognised there were “differ- 
ences” between the two charg- 
ing systems, particularly with 
disability related expenses, but 
there was “far greater align- 
ment than ever before”. He said 
policies were kept “under peri- 
odic review”. 


‘Despair’ over home closure | Euthanasia focus should 
TI] |be on ‘end of life care 


Disabled residents of a care and 
holiday home say they are “in 
despair” over the decision by a 
polio charity to close it down. 

The British Polio Fellowship 
(BPF) July to 
approve plans to sell The 
Lantern Hotel in Worthing, 
rejecting a business plan put 
together by campaigners to 
save the home, and now plans 
to shut it by Christmas. 

Many of the remaining 12 
residents are facing severe prob- 
lems finding another home 
with access for people with 
electric wheelchairs. 

Resident June Peach said: 
“There are very few wheelchair- 
friendly places. We feel we have 
been very badly let down. We 
thought we were here for life. 
We never dreamed for one 
moment that it would close.” 


decided in 


Campaigner Clare Colfer 


(pictured left, at the hotel with 
friend Pam Le Mottee), who 
stayed at the hotel in July, said: 
“A lot of us are saying we do 
not want to belong to the BPF 
anymore because they are not 
looking after our needs.” 

Mike Egan, chair of the BPF, 
said the charity was working 
with the council to help relocate 


residents and was trying to find 
a buyer to run it as a care home. 

“It is hard for some members, 
especially residents and those 
who holidayed regularly, but the 
trustees felt that our duty was to 
the members as a whole and we 
cannot afford to put a lot of 
money into one facility that pro- 
vides holidays for relatively few 
of the members.” 


Legalising euthanasia would be 
“premature” until more work is 
done to discover why some 
severely disabled people want 
help to end their lives, accord- 
ing to new research. 

Researchers from Hong 
Kong and the University of 
Wales said “countless debates” 
had been held about euthana- 
sia, but little research carried 
out into the experiences of 
patients who request it. 

They added: “Rather than 
focusing on assessing the mental 
competence of patients request- 
ing euthanasia or determining 
clear legal guidelines, doctors 
must acquire the skills for pro- 
viding good end of life care.” 

The research was published 


British Medical 
in a special edition. 
article, 


by the 
Journal”, 
In another 
researchers from 
Netherlands Institute 
Health Services Research found 


that the number of requests for | 
euthanasia or physician-assisted | 
suicide had remained stable at | 


about 5,000 a year since 1995. 


The researchers concluded: | 
“Some people feared that the 


lives of increasing numbers of 
patients would end through 
medical intervention, without 
their consent and before all pal- 
liative options were exhausted. 
“Our results, albeit based on 
requests only, suggest that this 
fear is not justified.” 
*http://bmj.com 


We are experts in providing Living-In Care for 
people who want to stay in their own home and need 


help to do so. 


Living Independently 
at 


Home 


We visit to assess your needs and work with you to 
provide the right care arrangement for you. We have 
well trained staff, often available at short notice. 

We give continuity of care. Enjoy peace of mind 


and security with our staff. 


mail@christiescare.com 
www.christiescare.com 


01728 605000 
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Freedom and 


_ dread that car journey. 
Let ELAP transform 


life by providing vehicles 


Mobility with ELAP 


Now there’s no need to @ Simply replaces your 
original car seat 


® Specifically designed 
for 2 or 4 door 


@ Easy to install 


@ Original seat may be 
refitted when required 


MAKES ENTERING AND LEAVING 


YOUR CAR EASY! 


innovative hand 
- controls 


that make driving 
simple. 


Electronic Ring §j Mechanical Under § Mechanical Push semi- 
Accelerator Wheel Accelerator Ring automatic 


@ Replaces existing Ml Simple radial action 
steering wheel 
@ Airbag removed lever 
@ Conventional 
driving option 


@ Fitted over @ Fitted under 
steering wheel steering wheel 

@ Retains air bag @ Retains air bag 

@& Conventional @ Conventional 
driving option driving option 


ELAP encineeriNG LIMITED - DEPT DN 


A range of easy to use, 


OM cichaosimnplex 
Da ee ett 


Fort St, Accrington, Lancs BB5 1QG. Tel: 01254 871599 
Fax: 01254 389992. E-mail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


TEL: 01254 871599 FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Vacuum and 
electronic 
automatic 

clutch systems 
available to 
convert 
manual gear 
change to 


incorporating brake 


For your nearest fitter contact: 


(ELAP ) 


@limb ess-association. org 
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Chunnel to take guide dogs 


The Eurostar cross-Channel 
train service is set to allow pas- 
sengers with guide dogs for the 
first time. 

Eurostar has been unable to 
carry animals since it started 
running services through the 
Channel Tunnel in 1994 because 
of government regulations. 

But following discussions 
with the government, and staff 


Rights call 


The United Nations has asked 
campaigners to draft a conven- 
tion on the rights of disabled 
people, following a meeting of 
UN delegates and disabled peo- 
ple’s organisations. 

The convention could cover 
areas such as the fundamental 
right to life which could make 
it more difficult to withhold 
medical treatment from a dis- 
abled person. 

The UN ad hoc committee 
agreed that a working party, to 
include 12 disability campaign- 
ers, should meet in January to 
draw up the proposals. 

But the talks in June revealed 
the work that still needs to be 
done to make the process a 
success. 

Richard Light, a member of 
the British delegation, said the 
decision was only reached 
after ten days of intense negoti- 
ations. 

“Some states were clearly 
opposed to disabled people’s 
organisations taking an equal 
role in the process,” he said. 

He added: “We still have no 
undertaking that we will get a 
convention.” 


Supermancunion 


Disabled actor Christopher 
Reeve will deliver the first 
keynote speech at an inter- 
national conference on assis- 
tive technology in 
Manchester next year. 
Transform 2004* will take 
place at the University of 
Manchester Institute of 
Science and Technology, 
from 7 to 10 July, 2004. 
*www.transform2004.org 


No support 
Fewer than one in nine 
adults with autistic spec- 
trum disorders (ASD) receive 
the advocacy they need, 
according to a new report*. 
The National Autistic 
Society called for a national 
strategy to ensure adults with 
ASD receive equal access to 
advocacy and services. 
*Autism: the Demand for 
Advocacy, www.nas.org.uk 


training from The Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Association 
(GDBA), Eurostar will allow 
visually impaired passengers to 
be accompanied by their guide 
dogs from this autumn. 

Robin Hutchinson, GDBA’s 
head of communications, said 
the charity was “delighted”. 

Eurostar said it would review 
its policies on other assistance 


CREATEUR D‘'AUTOMOBILES 


dogs once the new procedures 
had “bedded in” and the gov- 
ernment were happy with how 
they were working. 

The number of guide dogs 
on each train will be limited, 
because Eurostar needs to have 
one allocated member of staff 
for every visually impaired per- 
son in case there is a tunnel 
evacuation. 


Nothing holds 


Andrew Whitaker back. 


Least of all his car. 


Euroguides: (from left) D 


RENAULT sScé@nic 


If you want a perfect example of what 
talent and determination can achieve, 
look no further than Andrew Whitaker. 
He's not only a key member of Lancashire's 
disabled county cricket championship 
winning team, but a qualified coach who 
travels the country introducing disabled 
kids to the pleasures of the game. And if 
you want the ideal car for Motability 
driving, look no further than the Renault 
Scénic. It's not only given Andrew his 
independence, but the room and easy 
access to carry all his kit - and several 
team mates - in the most enjoyable style. 
For more details see your local Renault 
dealer, call us free on 0800 387 626 or 
e-mail motability@renault.co.uk 


2 Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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avid Jones, Peter Barker and Mike Nussbaum 


10 News 


Jobcentre brought to book 


The government has apologised 
and given new benefits books 
to two learning disabled people 
who watched as their old books 
were ripped up by a Jobcentre 
Plus officer. He had decided 
they couldn’t look after their 
own money. 

Kevin Murray and Wendy 
Berry had to live off their 
savings for several weeks after 
the incident (DN August). 

Evelyn West, a third tenant 
from the same independent 


living flat in Gateshead, has 
also been given a new book. 

Her benefits book was 
removed by Jobcentre Plus in 
February and she was unable to 
access her Disability Living 
Allowance for several months. 

Now the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) has 
apologised to the trio for the 
mistake. 

Murray told DN he was 
“happy” that Jobcentre Plus 
had decided to return his book. 


He said: “They said they point of view and the 
made a mistake about what — customers’ point of view so we 
happened, so we are going to _ have actually gone back, 
get them back today. apologised, gone over the 

“I wasn’t very happy when case and reissued guidance to 
they took it. Me and Evelyn, local staff.” 


we were very upset about it. I She said she was not aware 
hope they won’t come back _ of any similar cases. 
anymore.” A spokesman for Gateshead 


A DWP spokeswoman said: Council, which had asked 
“We have apologised to the Jobcentre Plus to reassess the 
customers concerned. three tenants, said: “We are 

“It was just a misunder- delighted that the decisions 
standing between the staff _ have been reversed.” 


£65k boost keeps 
ME charity afloat 


Britain’s leading ME charity 
has been given another lease of 
life after members donated tens 
of thousands of pounds to keep 
it afloat. 

The ME Association (MEA), 
Britain’s oldest and largest 
charity for people with ME 
(Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) 
announced in June that it 
was in “deep financial trouble” 
and launched an urgent 
appeal for £150,000 (DN July 
2003). 

The appeal didn’t reach its 
target, but raised £65,000, 
which gives the charity “breath- 
ing space” to continue until the 
end of the year. 

The MEA needs £250,000 
a syear- to, maintains base 


9 March Place, Gatehouse Way, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 8UA, 
T: 0800 220 975, F: 01296 380 279 


service levels. 

An MEA spokesman said: 
“Tt has given us the viability to 
carry on until Christmas. That 
will give us some extra time to 
get our funding right. 

“We are hopeful. We are 
looking to grow our work next 
year, not disappear.” 

Meanwhile, the Charity 
Commission said it has “no 
further regulatory concerns” 
about the charity after Dr 
Charles Shepherd, who worked 
for the MEA for 15 years, said 
he had worries about the way it 
is run. 

The MEA’s future will be 
decided in December at its 
AGM. 


www.meassociation.org.uk 


——Fa-Dundonald Enterprise Park; Carrowreagh Road, 


Dundonald, Belfast BT16 10T, 


T. 028 9093 9000, F: 028 9093 9016 


E: levo@gerald-simonds.co.uk 


_ W: www.gerald-simonds.co.uk 
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Police monitoring: Stephen Menary, 17, who is blind and has 
one arm, helped the Metropolitan Police set up a new 
Disability Concept Office while on work experience. Staff 
with disabilities will now be able to try out text reader software, 
a screen magnifier and other computer friendly packages. The 
force says over 4,000 staff will benefit and it can now employ 
more disabled people. 


..With a 


wheelchair 


The social and practical benefits 
of being able to stand up at will 
are many and varied. 


There are medical benefits too. 
Standing up can alleviate pressure, 
improve bladder and bowel 
function, enhance respiration, 
reduce muscle atrophy, relieve 
abdominal and back pain. 


And it is a lot cheaper to buy 
a stand-up wheelchair than 
refit a kitchen, let alone the 

house or workplace! 


Levo stand-up wheelchairs are 
portable, plain or brightly 
coloured and are available in 
a variety of powered and 
non-powered configurations. 


Call now for a FREE 
information pack or to 
arrange a demonstration 


0800 220 975 


A monthly round-up 
of news from the 
mainstream media 


Prescription drug deals 
The charity Overload 
Network International 
revealed that children with 
attention deficit hyperactivi- 
ty disorder were exchanging 
their Ritalin prescriptions 
with drug dealers for money 
and toys. 

A survey found abuse of 
the drug, which dealers 
crush and mix with amphet- 
amines, was widespread in 
schools across Britain. 

The charity is petitioning 
the government for tighter 
regulation of prescriptions 
and more information on 
Ritalin for parents. 


HRT cancer risk 
The largest ever study into 
the link between hormone 
replacement therapy and 
breast cancer found the risk 
of the disease doubled after 
taking the combined oestro- 
gen and progestagen pill. 
Scientists at the Cancer 
Research UK Epidemiology 
Unit also found the risk 
increased by 30 per cent 
among users of the single 
pill and 45 per cent among 
users of tibolone. 


Autism jab link rejected 
A link between the MMR 
jab and autism was rejected 
by a study which found the 
number of new cases has lev- 
elled out after peaking 11 
years ago. 

Researchers from Univer- 
sity College, London, said 
the earlier rise in the condi- 
tion was down to increased 
recognition and more will- 
ingness to diagnose it. 

They found parental 
claims that their child’s 
autism was triggered by the 
vaccine increased following 
publication of the study 
originally suggesting a link. 


Authorities to pay out 
Local authorities were told 
to reimburse thousands of 
mentally ill people forced to 
pay for their own after-care 
on leaving hospital. 

The decision, by the Local 
Government Ombudsmen, 
came after more than 2,000 
people complained they had 
been charged for care. 

The ombudsmen said 
authorities which had tried to 
make retrospective decisions 
not to provide services would 
have to review their policies. 


ih 


Introduction of 
INDEPENDENCE” iGLIDE™ ne 
Manual Assist Wheelchair ~ 
Revolutionizes Category INDEPENDENCE 
With New Technology , Gohmeonaffohuon company 


Independence Technology, a Johnson & Johnson company, has announced the availability 
of the INDEPENDENCE” iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair. The iGLIDE™ Manual 
Assist Wheelchair operates similarly to a conventional manual wheelchair, but uses proprietary 
technology to supplement user input power. To the user, the iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair 
feels like a much lighter chair moving over a flat, smooth surface regardless of the terrain. Sensors 
and microprocessors provide motorized assistance, requiring much less effort from the user than 
required in a traditional manual wheelchair. 


To move with the iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair, the user simply pushes the handrims as if 
propelling a standard manual wheelchair. The patented technology of the iGLIDE™ Manual Assist 
Wheelchair monitors both the user’s input and the resulting motion, determining the appropriate 
level of additive power to provide a similar feel even when ascending or descending ramps or 
crossing resistive terrain such as grass or soft carpet. To the casual observer, there is little 


perceived difference when viewing the contemporarily designed iGLIDE™ Manual 


Assist Wheelchair, compared to a regular manual wheelchair. To the iGLIDE™ Manual Assist 
Wheelchair user, however, there is a remarkable difference. 


Bodies Benefit from Reducing Stress and Strain of ““Manual Wheelchair Syndrome” 

The iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair was developed to assist people with varying forms of mobility 
disorders ranging from arthritis, multiple sclerosis and muscular dystrophy, paraplegia and tetraplegia, and 
may relieve and/or reduce the risk of “manual wheelchair syndrome,” - repetitive stress injuries, such as 
rotator cuff and carpal tunnel syndrome, which are common problems among manual wheelchair users. 
The iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair also provides an option for wheelchair users looking to sensibly 
protect and preserve upper body strength and function for years to come. 


Innovative, Lightweight Technology 
The iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair maintains most of the features of a manual wheelchair while 
combining advantages currently only available in larger, heavier power wheelchairs. The contemporary 


design of the iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair incorporates an unobtrusive, built-in, under-the-seat 
system that provides the user with discreet power assistance. At approximately 55 pounds, the iGLIDE™ 
Manual Assist Wheelchair was designed for easy transport, with quick-release wheels, battery removal and 


fold-down seatback. = 


Independence Technology: A Company with a Mission 
The company mission is to develop products and technology applications that help people with disabilities live 
their lives with greater freedom. With this product, Johnson & Johnson extends its tradition of innovative health 


care service to a community of nearly six million people worldwide who use wheelchairs. a 


In November, 2002, Independence Technology also received a 
unanimous recommendation for FDA approval from an expert 
independent advisory panel assembled by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration to evaluate data for the company’s 
INDEPENDENCE” iBOT™ Mobility System. The iBOT™ Mobility 
System operates on rechargeable battery power and uses a complex system of sensors, gyroscopes and 
electronics to simulate balance, enabling users to climb and descend stairs, navigate variable terrain, ascend 
kerbs and elevate, for extended periods, to a “standing” position. The company hopes to introduce the iBOT™ 


Mobility System this year. 


For additional information about the iGLIDE™ Manual Assist Wheelchair, 
the iBOT™ Mobility System and Independence Technology visit: 
www.independencenow.com/uk 

INDEPENDENCE ™ | or www.iglidenow.com/uk 
7 Alternatively freephone 08000 327 326. 


Manual Assist Wheelchair 
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Card call after warning failure 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY NUALA CALVI 


A woman whose husband died 
after doctors allegedly failed to 
link 


between his disability and heart 


heed warnings of a 
problems has called for the gov- 
ernment to set up a national 
“alert card” system. 

Barbara McGillicuddy’s hus- 
band Ron (pictured right, with 
Barbara), who had Becker mus- 
cular dystrophy, spent a week 
in Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital in December 2002 
with shortness of breath, a 
symptom of cardiomyopathy. 

The family told doctors of 


the known link between the 
two conditions but Ron, S9, 
was not put on a heart monitor, 
admitted onto a cardiac ward 
or seen by a cardiologist. He 
died a week later. 

“The consultant cardiologist 
said he didn’t fit their criteria,” 
Mrs McGillicuddy said. 

“We were going to the nurses’ 
desk every day very distressed. I 
knew Ron better than anyone 
and I knew he was dying, but no 
one would listen.” 

The Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign said the government 
should introduce care cards to 
alert doctors to people’s condi- 


tions and side effects, including 
the link between certain types 
of muscular dystrophy and 
heart problems. 

Ruth Geall, director of care 
and research, added: “We would 
call on health professionals to 
ensure they check on a condition 
if they have not treated a person 
with it before. In this case, the 
woman did inform doctors but 
they took no notice.” 

A hospital spokesman said 
they couldn’t comment on the 
case, but would be inviting Mrs 
McGillicuddy to meet senior 
hospital officials to “try to find 
a way forward”. 


Birth risk remains] No appeal for PDT campaigners 


Women with epilepsy still face 
risk of 


unplanned pregnancy and hav- 


an unacceptable 


ing a child with a birth defect, 
according to new research. 

The charity Epilepsy Action 
(EA)* released new figures 
which showed only 15 per cent 
of GP practices are offering 
counselling about the risks to 
women with epilepsy. 

Some anti-epileptic drugs 
interact with the contraceptive 
pill and can result in unplanned 
pregnancies, and some can 
harm children in the womb. 

[ast year EA 
research showing that women 
with epilepsy were not receiv- 
ing enough information about 
the drugs they are prescribed. 


released 


The new research was pub- 
lished as EA launched its 
Women Matter campaign to 
call for better standards of care. 

EA said it was concerned 
that only 13 per cent of GPs 
had read the Department of 
Health’s Epilepsy Action Plan, 
published in February. 

A DOH spokeswoman said 
next year’s Children’s National 
Service Framework would stress 
the importance of seeking early 
care for women with conditions 
such as epilepsy. 

And she said the National 
Service Framework for Long- 
term Conditions, also due next 
year, should improve services. 
*Call EA’ free helpline on 0808 800 
5050 or visit www.epilepsy.org.uk 


The Department of Health is 
set to fund a national study of 
treatment that could save the 
sight of thousands of people in 
England and Wales. 

Campaigners have been call- 
ing for photodynamic therapy 
(PDT) to be prescribed on the 
NHS for people with the pre- 
dominantly classic form of wet 
age-related macular degenera- 
tion (AMD). 

The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) has 
now published its third attempt 
at producing a definitive ruling 
on which types of AMD can 
benefit from PDT. 

It is its longest appraisal 
yet and began when the 
treatment was referred by the 


government in 2001. 

NICE has now decided, sub- 
ject to appeal, that PDT should 
not be recommended on the 
NHS for people with the “pre- 
dominantly classic” form of the 
condition, except as part of 
clinical studies. 

It did, though, reconfirm 
that PDT should be used for 
the “entirely classic” form of 
the condition. 

Despite the apparent set- 
back, members of the AMD 
Alliance said they would not 
appeal. 

Steve Winyard, chairman of 
the alliance, said members 
understood that the 
Department of Health (DOH) 
was willing to fund a national 


study which would cover all 
people with different types of 
“classic” AMD. 

Although the alliance still 
believes that PDT should be 
available to all those with clas- 
sic AMD, he added: “To appeal 
against this now would only 
cause another delay of three to 
four months during which time 
a thousand more people might 
lose their sight.” 

But the alliance warned that 
health bodies still needed to 
allocate funding for PDT and 
called for a national clinical 
study to be set up without 
delay. 

The DOH said it was unable 
to comment until NICE pro- 
duced its final decision. 
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Drugs fear 


Thousands of people with 
rheumatoid arthritis could be 
left without any drugs that ease 
their condition, after a decision 
by the government’s medical 
advice body. 

The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) has 
decided that the drug anakinra 
should not be prescribed on the 
NHS to treat rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA), except as part of 
a long-term clinical study. 

An umbrella group of organ- 
isations, the Arthritis and 
Muscular Skeletal Alliance 
(AMSA), is now appealing 
against the decision. 

In its final appraisal, NICE 
said results from clinical trials 
did provide evidence that 
anakinra could help people 
with RA. 

But it concluded that “the 
extent of the benefit was not 
sufficient to justify its cost”, at 
£7,450 a year, although people 
already receiving the drug 
would not have to stop using it 
immediately. 


Sport 13 


Athens bound 


Spain ended England’s dreams 
of winning the European Blind 
Football Championships but 
the team have still qualified for 
the 2004 Paralympics. 

After losing to Spain in the 
round-robin stages of the com- 
petition, England’s place in the 
final was secured when France 
lost to Greece. 

Determined to make the 
most of their second chance, 
Darren Cooke (pictured, right) 


STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE 
AND SAFETY MAKES OUR 


scored two minutes before half- 
time to give England the lead. 

But within a minute of the 
restart, Spain drew level, and 
after eight minutes were 2-1 
ahead. 

England then conceded a 
penalty and Spain went 3-1 up. 

The game was set for an 
exciting finish, when with four 
minutes left, Dave Clark beat 
two Spanish defenders and 
made it 3-2. The crowd was 


warned not to shout too loudly 
as they urged England on. 

With just 26 seconds to go, 
Cooke was awarded a penalty, 
which he shot wide, and in the 
final seconds, Spain scored a 
fourth goal to win their third 
European Championship title 
4-2. 

The championships, held in 
Manchester, 
major blind football event held 
in the UK. 


were the first 


Home win for Mayo 


MAKE/MODEL 


A Cornishman swept to a 13- 
shot victory to win the 2003 
Lawrence Levy British Blind 
Masters. 

Mike Mayo, from Saltash, hit 
an unbeatable six-under-par 
final round of 66 to win the 
tournament, the world’s biggest 
blind golf event. 

Mayo said it was a 
come true” and praised his 


“dream 


Last call for 
cricket award 
entries 


Disabled cricketers of all 
abilities are being urged to 
enter the Disabled Cricketer 
of the Year Awards. 

The awards are run by 
Cricket World magazine in 
conjunction with DN. 

Jane Tomkins, of Cricket 
World, says all disabled 
people who play cricket 
should enter the competition. 
“Even if you feel your 
achievement isn’t that 
spectacular, it may well be,” 
she said. 

The awards are open to 
cricketers of all ages with 
both physical and learning 
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guide and caddy Barry Williams 
for his “steadying influence”. 

“Everything came together. It 
was the most superb feeling to 
win the Masters on my home 
course,” he said. 

Following another win earlier 
in the year, Mayo has stretched 
his lead at the top of the English 
Blind Golf Association Order of 
Merit table. 
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disabilities. They are divided 
into three categories, 
covering disabled, blind and 
deaf cricket. 

For each category, there 
are bowling, batting and 
fielding awards, as well as a 
special achievement award. 

Winners receive a trophy 
and cricket equipment. 

Entry forms can either be 
downloaded from 
www.cricketworld.com or 
ordered by phoning 01476 
561944 and should be in by 


the end of September. 
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DWP Department for 
Work and Pensions 


Direct Payment is the way Disability Living Allowance will be paid, 
because order books and giros are being phased out. It means: 


You'll be able to pick up your money in lots more places, including 
the Post Office®, because your money gets paid straight into the 
account you choose. 


You'll still receive the same amount of money, as regularly as you 
do now. 


You'll receive a letter and leaflet explaining what to do next. 


If you've already got an account at a bank or building society, all 
we'll need are your account details. 


If you haven’t got an account right now, the leaflet will help by 
explaining all your options, and giving you straightforward ways 
of opening one. 


In the meantime, for more information please call us on 
0800 107 2000 (textphone 0800 107 4000 if you have hearing 
or speech difficulties) or visit www.dwp.gov.uk/directpayment 
All lines open 8am to 9pm weekdays, 9am to 5pm weekends. 
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News focus 15 


The bite stuff ; 


Disabled people receive worse dental care than their 
non-disabled counterparts — often for the sole reason that 
dentist surgeries are inaccessible. But new laws may 
change that, says John Pring 


icture a dental practice 
Pi": what often comes to 

mind is a surgery at the 
top of a steep flight of stairs. 

Traditionally, dentists have 
set up shop in cheaper, first- 
floor premises on busy high 
streets. Many others are in listed 
buildings. All in all, not very 
accessible if you happen to use a 
wheelchair. 

And quite a problem with the 
imminent introduction, next 
October, of new duties under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) that aim to ensure 
physical features do not make it 
unreasonably difficult for 
disabled people to access 
services. 

Kay Hitchen’s dentist comes 
downstairs from his first-floor 
surgery to see her, but she still 
has to negotiate tight doorways 
and corridors. 


met with sarcasm and a string 
of personal questions. He was 
told nothing could be done. He 
has not been to a dentist since 
the appointment two years ago. 
Mac-Given, from Hackney, 
believes he was treated badly 
because he has a learning 
difficulty. “He should have been 
more polite and understanding 
that the fillings should have 
been cleaned or removed instead 
of being sarcastic. It was really 
hurting me,” he says. 
Not all disabled people have 
such bleak experiences, though. 
Colin Gear, publicity officer 
for Milton Keynes People First, 
says his dentist makes an effort 
to explain everything to him 
when he goes for his check-ups. 
“T have been going there for a 
long time now,” he says. “I do 
not feel nervous. I am brave. 
They treat me nice, ever so nice. 


‘People with disabilities have the same pattern of dental 
disease as the general population, but are less likely to 


have dental treatment’ 


“My dentist is not equipped 
for accessibility. My wheelchair 
fits through the door plus or 
minus about six inches,” she 
says. 

But it is not only mobility- 
impaired people who can have 
problems accessing good quality 
dental care. 

Nico Mac-Given, campaigns 
officer for National People First, 
asked his dentist for help with a 
painful gap in his teeth, and was 


handrail. 


getting up the stairs.” 


She says the NHS dentist knows the poor 
access is a problem. “She will come downstairs to 
see people in the doctor’s surgery on the ground 
floor, but how can they begin to do their work by 
coming downstairs? They can’t bring their 
equipment or their x-ray machine.” 

Ferreira says she doesn’t believe the new DDA 
duties will have any effect on improving access. 
She says coming downstairs to see a patient may 
be seen as a reasonable adjustment, but it would 
still mean the disabled person would not have the 
same access to equipment as other patients. 


Sue Ferreira says she has a 
“wonderful dentist”. 
Unfortunately, she is situated 
at the top of a steep flight of 
stairs, without a proper 


Ferreira, from 
Cambridgeshire, has 
incl sclerosis, and has a check-up every six 
months. “I used to get very nervous about going 
to the dentist, but now I am only worried about 


They put my filling in. They 
definitely make an effort.” 

The Disability Rights 
Commission recently attended 
the British Dental Association’s 
(BDA) annual conference. 

Although it found more than 
nine out of ten BDA members 
were aware of the DDA, it 
discovered “a lot of concern” 
over the looming October 
deadline. 


Lester Ellman, chairman of 


the BDA’s general dental 
practice committee, says the 
DDA “poses problems for 
dentists”, although some areas 
are worse than others. 
Edinburgh, for example, has 
many first-floor practices. 

The government has funded 
access audits for every dental 
practice, with the results due as 
this feature went to press. 
Ellman says anecdotal evidence 
suggests “at least some towns 
and cities will have identified 
significant problems” and 
“money will need to be spent”. 

Dr Janice Fiske, senior 
lecturer and consultant in 
special care dentistry at Guy’s, 
King’s and St Thomas’ Dental 
Institute, says access to dental 
care for disabled people is “a 
serious problem”. 

“People with disabilities have 
the same pattern of dental 
disease as the general 
population, but are less likely to 
have dental treatment. When 
they do receive treatment, it is 
more likely to be extractions 
rather than fillings and 
prevention.” 

Another problem is the lack 
of disability awareness and 
specialist skills among dentists. 

Dr Fiske chairs the joint 
advisory committee for special 
care dentistry, which is due to 
produce a report this month, 
calling for this area to be 
recognised as a specialty. This 
will contribute to a review of 
specialisms that will land on the 


Getting to the dentist's chair 


Disabled teenager Therese 
Hunt, from Essex, has a 

| “brilliant” dentist whose 

>| new surgery has a lift. He is 
so good the family travel 30 
miles each way to see him. 

But when Therese’s 

mother, Mary, tried to have 


her referred to an orthodontist to have her teeth 
straightened, that was another matter. 
“I must have spent 14 or 15 phone calls trying 


to find someone who would take on a kid with 


cerebral palsy,” she says. 

Orthodontists were saying things like, “I can’t 
deal with that”, “I need specialist equipment”, 
or “What if she has some sort of attack?”. 

“She is just a kid in a wheelchair with 
irregular movements. CP blinded everyone,” she 
says. “It was hell getting a referral, but once we 
did, she was seen quickly. The chap was good. 

“Therese’s teeth are still not going to be 
straightened, though, because they felt that 
putting a brace in her mouth at this stage was 
too much for her.” 


ak home. are 


desk of England’s chief dental 
officer, Professor Raman Bedi, 
at the end of the year. 

Professor Bedi says the 
government is working with the 
British Society for Disability and 
Oral Health to raise the profile 
of dentists who specialise in 
working with disabled people. 

He accepts that the dental 
care system “is not as flexible as 
we would want it to be” but says 
major changes to the NHS, 
currently going through 
Parliament, will result in 
improvements to the way dental 
care is funded. 

This will give Primary Care 
Trusts the freedom to 
commission the dental services 
they want in their area from 
April 2005, rather than dentists 
simply being paid for the 
treatment they provide, as at 
present. 
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Prof Bedi says he would be 
“very disappointed” if this “new 
world” did not improve dental 
services for disabled people. 

“People with special needs 
are right in the heart of the 
radical changes. If this is not 
good news for your readership, 
then I do not know what is.” 

He cannot comment on 
whether the government will 
fund access improvements to 
dental surgeries until the audit 
results have been analysed. 

Hopefully, though, the audit 
and the new commissioning 
arrangements will eventually 
make the experiences of people 
like Kay Hitchen and Nico 
Mac-Given a thing of the past. 

* Anyone who has had problems 
accessing dental care can 

email Dr Fiske at 
janice.fiske@kcl.ac.uk although 
she cannot guarantee a reply. 
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Ade to Beeb 


He’s a star of the basketball court and the small screen with 
big plans for the future. Lucy Glynn meets Ade Adepitan 


laying international 

basketball and being a 

TV presenter is more 
than a full-time job, but Ade 
Adepitan manages to fit me 
into his busy schedule. 

With his television career 
taking off, especially after 
appearing in one of the BBC’s 
dance trailers, Ade is becoming 
a star. But he’s not letting fame 
go to his head. He’s friendly 
and down-to-earth and when 
he does have a day free he 
works for Scope and the 
Association of Wheelchair 
Children. He is a patron of 
both charities. 

Ade was born in Nigeria and 
contracted polio when he was 
six months old. He moved to 
England when he was three. 

Growing up in East London, 
he never thought he would be a 


basketball star or presenter. 
“There weren’t many black 
people on TV. For a black 
disabled youth there was 
absolutely no one,” he says. 
Ade also says he “didn’t have 
a clue” about disability sport 
because he was the first 
disabled child in London to go 


UK and Overseas Holidays 


Choose from our exciting range of accessible breaks 


to a mainstream school. 

His father was determined 
to send him, even though this 
meant he had to teach Ade at 
home for two years while he 
persuaded the council to 
change its policy. 

Although Ade says that 
mainstream school suited him 
and made him more confident 
and outgoing, he doesn’t think 
it’s right for all disabled 
children. “I think it’s good for 
some kids but not good for all. 
For me it was the right thing.” 

Not used to being with other 
disabled children, Ade didn’t 
want a wheelchair as he 
thought it would make him 
appear different. 

He preferred to wear 
callipers even though they 
made him tired and limited his 
mobility. It wasn’t until he saw 


the Great Britain basketball 
team training that he saw a 
wheelchair could be “cool”. 
“The chairs they were using 
were really sound, not like 
NHS ones. The way they 
moved got me hooked into 
playing wheelchair basketball.” 
Ade got his first wheelchair 


UK Holiday Centres 
Enjoy the friendly, relaxed environment of one of 
__ our UK centres. All offer care and a choice of 
entertainment and excursions. 


Self-catering Accommodation 


Stay at our accessible lodges and visit the beautiful 


beaches and attractions of Cornwall. 


at 15 when he started playing 
basketball. He says it changed 
his life “big time”. 

He was more comfortable in 
the chair both physically and 
mentally. It also gave him the 
option to play sport on an 
equal level. Before, he had 
played football but always had 
to be in goal because he 
couldn’t run. 

“T always dreamt of 
competing at a high level. I 
always wanted to get into the 
Olympics, but I wasn’t sure 
how to do it,” he says. 

Ade won a silver medal at 
the 2002 World Championships 
and a bronze medal at the 
European Championships 
which took place earlier this 
year. 

His next goal is a medal at 
the 2004 Paralympic Games. 

“Tt would be nice to win so | 
can say I have medals from all 
three major championships.” 

After the Paralympics, Ade 
plans to concentrate on 
presenting. “TV’s my future. I 
am not going to play basketball 
for the rest of my life.” 

Ade’s move into TV came by 
chance when a director made a 
film about wheelchair 
basketball. Ade and the 
director clicked and after being 
taught how to make a video 


diary about playing basketball 
in Spain he worked on 
children’s TV on Channel Five. 
Ade has also featured on 
BBC’s Holiday programme and 
is currently co-presenting 
Xchange, a CBBC magazine 
programme about sports, 
science and entertainment. 
Ade wants to dispel the kind 
of stereotyped thinking that 
says a disabled presenter has to 
stay in the studio by doing as 


much outdoor work as possible. 
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See the world with our accessible New Discovery 
Holidays. Whether you choose a Safari in Africa or 
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care and the experience of a lifetime. 


Holidays for Visually Impaired People 
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holidays a year, all with sighted guides, you will 
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Call: 020 7833 2594 
Email: admin@wft.org.uk 
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Dread cool: Ade outside his home in East London 


His agent promotes him as a 
presenter, not a disabled 
presenter and the programmes 
he works on are perfect for 
doing this. Ade has been 
elephant riding, swimming 
with basking sharks, skiing, 
skuba diving and he has even 
lived in a jungle. 

“It’s wicked. I really enjoy it. 
The kids don’t even think of me 
as a disabled guy. They think of 
me as Ade the basketball player 
or TV presenter.” 

When Ade first started 
working on TV he thought it 
would be a “bit of a laugh”. 

That changed when a man 
asked him for his autograph 
last year. “I was a bit surprised, 
but he said it wasn’t for him 
but for his son who’s got 
cerebral palsy. 

“He said his son used to be 
really depressed but since I came 
on TV, I changed his life. The 
other kids used to tease him, but 
now they think his chair’s cool. I 
was absolutely amazed. I didn’t 
realise that this was the kind of 
effect I was having.” 

Ade’s not one for marching 
or protesting but believes he 
can make a difference by 
showing disabled kids they can 
have fun and as exciting lives as 
any non-disabled children. 

“T think actions speak louder 
than words. If I can show 
people that I am able to lead an 
active, productive life, then 
hopefully that will rub off on 
other people, both able-bodied 
and disabled. 

“Tam an ordinary lad who 
likes to have fun. I don’t think 
the wheelchair should be 


something that holds me 
back.” 
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@ A fully accessible compact car 


@ Options for up to 4 seats Fiat Doblo Libert Wh 


@ Easy to drive & easy to park Wheelchair accessible e 


@ Stylish & dignified gee 
@ Amazingly low running ee = 7895 


@ Superb value for money 


{ 


: — — 7 e Best value inthe UK @ , 
Vous Agila Liberty —_ Sseatsasstandard @ § 


Petrol or diesel optio 
Wheelchair accessible compact car tone 5 


£9 Z 9 5 Been ot oe ee . ee 
SEAT [ ‘Abonbr Literty Tenet Rcoeciiis WPy fe 


hair accessible luxury Spacious and stylish @ 
Petrol or dieseloptions @ 
“£ 1 9795 ® A True luxury motoring @ 
Sis Elegant & practical @ 
@ 5seats as standard 


@ Beautifully engineered “hl frond ioe Liberty 


7 @® Elegant and discreet 


‘Our aim a Jubilee has always been to offer 
the best engineered products and the very 
best value for money.” 


= e@ Dri bl Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV m 
y Fives Superbly It is widely recognized in the industry that Jubilee 


Re 6 ® =~ Diesel & automatic options £ 25995 supply the highest quality accessible vehicles at 
e No SOUT ee true luxury the most reasonable prices. ” 


The biggest coi of vay a adapted ie in the UK 


Low mileage Used Accessible Ve sy 
Fiat erin Libertys from just 


Renault Kangoos from just Seo 

Suzuki Wagon Libertys from just £6395 

Renault Trafics fromjust £3395 

Volkswagen Cruisers from just £39395 

Toyota li Aces fromjust £8935 

Nissan Vannettes fromjust £7493 

Hat Ulysse Libertys from just = £12835 “We have a choice of low mil lity pre 
Peugeot Experts fromjust £3395 owned irene mobility vehicles area hides, as fo go. 

from just £12335 Please give us a call or check out our web-site for full details.. 
Plus lots, lots more....... Why not come and see for yourself ? 


@ Up to 60” of rear head-room 
Ze © Automatic gear-box option Suzuki Wa ag on Liberty 
™ Wheelchair accessible compa 
; ® 4seats come as standard 
@ Option for diesel automatic £ 1 0995 
@ Truly stylish and discreet ee = 
@ Amazing value for money e 


Automatic gearbox option @ 


® 
nz Vaneo Liberty Easy wheelchair access @ 


Mercedes ) 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Easy todrive&park @ 
Discreet & stylish @ 


£ 1 7 9 9 5 Asmall car with lots of space 


Vexel | Quovis Drive from wheelchair 


a AS @ Independent transportation ; = 
bee oe & @ Fully automated access UZ, / / (A 
~ ae “2, f =. } 
i - @ _—— ad Say fs 


“At Jubilee, we don't accept that there is a need fo compromise 
on siyle or comfort for the sake of wheelchair accessabilily. 
Our adaptations are always subtle, practical and elegant.” 


@ Electronic assisted controls 
@ Economical diesel engine 

{ @ Early delivery available ® ss 
Fully automated compact car @ §& 


Easy to access &drive @ We are rapidly becoming the UK market leader for ~ Wheelchair 
= ge Driver” cars and MPV’s. sick aoicd sl xtc hlset raphael cole § 
2 additional passengers @ i ai ice oy pies 


495 Dignified, stylish & practical © GE PAYS. DONT FORGET 
The ultimate ‘wheelchair driver or ( all of our vehicles are available on our LOW 
7 even HO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance Plans 


Brochures : finance quotations : stock lists : : general enquiries 9121 502 2252 
ig Motability fp demonstrations and test aa 0781 210 0059 
Po 


Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 


WWW. 


. iano 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS 10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fi 9 fo 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


They do things better in the United States 


I took the attached photograph 
outside a Wendy's fast food 
restaurant on my recent trip to 
the USA. It is like this all over. 

Why can't we do the same in 
the UK? 

Being based with friends in 
Philadelphia, we (a family of 5) 
flew from Manchester to 
Philadelphia via Frankfurt with 
Lufthansa and nothing was too 
much trouble. Iam “ambulant 
disabled” and use crutches 
(didn't take my wheelchair) if 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


walking short distances, but am 
unable to negotiate a flight of 
stairs. 

During our stay we visited 
Nashville, Memphis, 
Washington, Philadelphia and 
New York. 

All these places are “disabled 
friendly” and I could not believe 
the service we were given. 

Don Fletcher 
Administrator/Co-ordinator 
Yorkshire Disability Network 
Batley, Yorkshire 


Still no access at pop concerts 


I went to the MEN arena in 
Manchester to see The Eagles. 
The arena holds around 15,000. 
Trying to get to our area was a 
nightmare because no one could 
see the wheelchair I was in or, if 
they did, they did not give a 
damn. When we did get to our 
places, we could not believe it. 
If we had been any further back 
we would have been in the 
street. The Eagles looked half 
an inch tall. 


Terry and ‘Nudge’ 
are back by 
popular demand 
to play for you at | 


I. Le He 
LONDON 
24 & 215 
SEPT. 2003 


Enjoy the music 
while you catch 
up with Mangar’s 
lightweight 
range of products 
to solve lifting, 
transfer and 
mobility 
difficulties 


DTOP 
pRoU THE = 


We have since been in places 
where we thought we had a 
good view only to see people in 
front stand up and block it. 

It made me think about 
organising concerts for disabled 
people. I would like to know 
what other disabled people and 
their carers think. Do contact 
me, tel: 01282 437858, fax: 
01282 717104. 

Michelle P Swift 
Briercliffe, Lancashire 


; 
Esiy y 


%" BUNGALOW ~ 
BOOGALOO 


Mangar International’s Stand No. C14/D15 
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RESERVED 
PARKING 


UNLAWFUL 


PARKING IN THIS 
SPACE IS SUBJECT 
TO A FINE 
$100.00 9 $500.00 


Homebase fails 


Is Homebase a member of the 
Baywatch campaign? 

My wife and I went to the 
Southport branch and could 
not park in the disabled bays 
due to non-badge holders being 
there. I complained to the 
manager who replied: “I can’t 
be outside every five minutes”. 

When I informed him about 
the DDA, he said I was “being 
unreasonable”. 

William Sedgwick, email 
No, Homebase is owned by 
Argos — Editor 


Sadly, DN’s Travel Club is 
closing: not enough of you 


have joined to make it worth 
continuing — Editor 


Wheelchair 
accessible 
taxis must 
be safe 


While we fully support the 
Government’s move to make 
wheelchair accessible taxis 
more widely available, we are 
becoming increasingly con- 
cerned that wheelchair users 
are being misled by false claims 
of taxis being “fully wheelchair 
accessible”. 

We want to raise a number 
of concerns based on our long 
experience of serving this 
market. 

1. Wheelchair users facing rear- 
wards, especially children or 
larger than average people, 
have a much greater risk of 
injury than seated passengers. 
The wheelchair passenger 
should not sit with their head 
against a bulkhead without 
using a head restraint. 

2. Standard height floors mean 
the ramped access is likely to be 
steep. Side access solutions tend 
to use steep ramps, which are 
uncomfortable and potentially 
dangerous. Also, straight entry 
through the vehicle is preferable 
because the chair is facing the 
right way and does not have to 
be manoeuvred awkwardly. 

3. Side entry opening is restric- 
tive in both width and height. 
Anyone with a sitting height of 
more than 55in cannot get in 
without being forced to bend 
his head. 

4. A 4-point tie-down system is 
a minimum requirement. 

5. A lap and diagonal belt for 
the wheelchair occupant needs 
to be mounted so it does not 
cause a compression injury in a 
crash. This means using an 
upper achorage point, not just 
floor mountings. 

Gary Newton 

Chairman and chief executive 
Gowrings Mobility 

Newbury, Berkshire 


by Dan Batten 
Stirring up a 
fuss 


On a trip back to 
London in late 


July, I had a coffee in Chester 
station café with my fiancée 
while waiting for my train. 
When she asked for a straw for 
my drink, we were told we 
couldn’t have one, as straws 
were only for cold drinks. 
Although it was obvious that I 
have CP, we had to have a 
heated discussion to get a straw 
from the jobsworth serving us. 
Perhaps I should start a new 
career as a disability awareness 


trainer when I move. Staff at 
this café should be served up 
a few new courses. 


Bang out(en) of order 

TV presenter Denise Van 
Outen showed how the small 
screen can inflate one’s ego 
with her comments on a pro- 
posed hostel for people with 
mental health problems near 
her Islington home. In a letter 
to Islington council, Ms Van 
Outen said she feared the hos- 
tel could prompt an influx of 
“violent drug addicts and alco- 
holics” who would “target” her 
because of her “public profile”. 
Sorry, Denise, but I think the 
residents will have more press- 
ing concerns than the move- 
ments of a b-list TV host. 


by Joanne Evans 
and Zara Todd 


We met in September 2001 as 
members of Whizz-Kidz (the 
children’s disability charity) 
Kidz board. The board is a 
group of disabled teenagers 
who have all received equip- 
ment from the charity and 
now provide advice and act as 
ambassadors. 

It was obvious when we met 
that we had very similar views 
about the inadequate resources 
available for young disabled 
people. 

We both feel that 
information on essential 
subjects such as state benefits, 
education and leisure activities 
is hard to access and, when it is 
available, it is often presented 
in a patronising way and 
stereotypes the reader. For 
example, information providers 
often assume that disabled 
people have attended the same 
special school all their lives and 
have no experience of living in 
“the real world”. 

When the Whizz-Kidz No 
Limits Millennium Awards 
were announced, we saw an 
opportunity to change this. 

The grants help people fulfil 
a dream, teach them new skills 
and help the local community. 
We have used ours to learn how 
to design a website and set up 
our own. 

The site provides an on-line 
resource for disabled teenagers 
covering many topical subjects. 
It aims to make it easier for 
other disabled teenagers to 
access information they need to 
make the most out of their lives. 

We both feel strongly that 
disabled teenagers need the 
freedom and knowledge to 
make their own decisions and 
live life the way they want to. 
We hope our website will help 
them do that. 

The site is now up and 
running, but not complete. We 
would like to hear from other 
disabled teenagers and 
organisations what they think 
of it and any advice they have. 
Please contact us at 
wheelife@wheelg2life.info 


website:www. wheelg2life.info 
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The scheme’s not tyred 


Good news: changes to the Motability scheme will allow 
contract-hire customers to get replacement tyres for free. And 
there’s more, according to the team 


crapping charges for 

replacement tyres is the 

latest in a round of 
improvements Motability is 
making for Scheme customers. 

From 1 August, Motability 
is no longer charging contract- 
hire customers for replacing 
damaged tyres — apart from 
when tyres are lost, stolen or 
vandalised, when customers 
can claim under insurance. 

The change is the latest in a 
round of improvements which 
Motability has announced in 
this, its Silver Jubilee year. 

In the spring, mileage 
allowances were increased to 
45,000 over three years; 
wheelchair and mobility aid 
damage were included within 
fair wear and tear guidelines; 
for the first time it was 
possible for customers to buy 
their car at the end of 
contract; and hire purchase 
rates were overhauled, to offer 
more competitive deals. 

More changes are now 
being planned, but this will 
not mean higher prices. 
Affordability will be a key 
priority. 

Motability Operations (the 
not-for-profit company which 
operates the Motability car 
schemes) has reduced its own 
operating costs by 30 per cent, 
and has sought more effective 
deals with suppliers. 

The tyre changes, for 
example, were achieved 
through reaching a new 
arrangement with key supplier, 
Kwik-Fit. 

Mike Betts, chief operating 
officer of Motability 
Operations, says: “We wanted 
to improve tyre services 
because customers told us this 


Kwik facts 


Customers should call the 
Motability Tyreline: 0845 
722 1200 to get help on 
anything related to tyres. 

You can choose either a 
mobile fitting outside your 
home, or to visit a nearby 
Kwik-Fit centre. 

Kwik-Fit is the UK and 
Europe’s largest 
independently owned fast-fit 
network. 

With more than 700 fast- 
fit centres and a mobile tyre- 
fit operation of almost 200 
vehicles in Britain, the 
company looks after more 
than seven million UK 
motorists annually. 
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All-change: Driver Dawn Cox, of Buntingford, gets here tyres 
checked at a Kwik-Fit centre in Stevenage. 


was an important issue. 

“As well as enabling us to 
incorporate replacement tyres 
into our contract hire scheme 
with no additional cost, we are 
confident that Kwik-Fit can 
offer excellent service to our 
customers, since it provides a 
large network of centres 
combined with seven days a 
week opening, as well as a 
mobile support network.” 

Further changes to the 
scheme are in the pipeline and 
will be announced in the 
autumn. 

These will cover areas such 
as keeping customers mobile 
during periods between 
contracts, or in the few 
instances where cars are stolen 
or written-off; simplifying 
inspection procedures; and 
developing a single telephone 
number for all customer 
enquiries. 

Another innovation, 
currently being piloted with a 
number of dealers and likely to 
go live in the spring of 2004, is 
on-line applications. Making 
the whole application process 
electronic should make 
applying to the scheme much 
simpler. Customers will know 
immediately whether they have 
been accepted on to the 
scheme. 

Customer feedback lies at 
the heart of the changes, and 
customer groups have taken a 
positive view, including 
identifying a more friendly 
approach when dealing with 
the scheme, according to 


Motability’s director, Noel 
Muddiman. 

“The feedback from groups 
I have spoken to has been 
highly positive,” he says. 
“What is particularly 
encouraging is that not only 
are they enthusiastic about the 
service changes (excess 
mileage etc), but they have 
noted a change in culture with 
a more flexible approach to 
queries and a swifter response 
to problems.” 

Mike Betts thinks the 
changes will go a long way 
towards convincing potential 
customers that the Motability 
scheme has something to offer 
them. 

“Our ongoing changes are 
designed to take the worry out 
of what should be a 
pleasurable experience of 
motoring. Our intention Is to 
concentrate on the areas which 
our customers bring to our 
attention, and to deliver a 
first-class customer 
experience. 

“However, our overriding 
aim is to make the scheme 
more affordable. Although 
independent research shows 
Motability customers would 
have to pay at least 30 per cent 
more to achieve a comparable 
commercial package, this is 
the area customers are saying 
is most important to them.” 
For more information about 
Motability, telephone: 

01279 635666, or visit the 
website at: 
www.motability.co.uk 


LIFESTYLE 
SOLUTIONS 


Make day to day living much easier with 
products designed to offer optimum 
comfort and correct postural seating. 


FLEXUS - 


a comfort, positional 
wheelchair with tilt in 
space and a 
programme of 
postural accessories 
to Custom build the 
chair to meet 
individual 
requirements. 


MINIFLEX - 


a compact power 
chair with front 
wheel drive and 
tight turning circle 
for use indoors, 
Powered seat raise is 
standard and there 
is Optional seat tilt or 
comfort seating. 


DX COMPACT - 


provides the best 
in an outdoor chair 
with good indoor 
capability. Powered 
seat raise and 
comfort seating are 
standard, with 
powered options for tilf, 
recline and footrests. 


Ergonomically designed by a physiotherapist Vital provides 
comfort at the touch of a button. As the Scandinavian 
design chair rises or reclines correct postural seating is 
maintained throughout the movement. 

Legrests operate independently and provide both 
support and relief. 

The powered rise facilitates an optimum standing 
height required with armrests at a level to provide 
additional assistance. Swing back arms provide ease 
of transfer. Vital comes in small and large. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, FILL OUT THE REPLY CARD AND SEND 
TO US FREEPOST OR CALL OUR FREEPHONE NUMBER. 


PLEASE STATE PRODUCT OF INTEREST: 
NAME: ........... 
ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE....... DAYTIME TEL NO: 


AINBOW (283° 


DN9/03 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CALL FREEPHONE 


0500 618008 


EHAB THE COACH HOUSE 

134 PUREWELL 

www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk CHRISTCHURCH 
DORSET BH23 1BR 
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». MONT BLANC 


aa a. 

MORE POWER a 
LESS COST abs 
TE R 

PER WEEK | 
(48.00 ': 

ci races U 
f M > 
All models have fully tested 0 
130 BHP Tol passenger & wheelchair restraints R 
ee with remote winch standard T 

£ on Mont Blanc variant. 


2.0 itr Petrol 


mw" £18,950 ACCESSIBLE DOBLO 


LOWERED FLOOR 

Full manufacturer's model range 
available except 4x4 Sharan. 
Prices shown include delivery, 

Free Home Trial,exclude VAT & 


Road Tax. 
e~ Motability 
= 
t 49.50... 
Cash Price 1.2 S X Model .28X Model 
£10,500 
LEASE GS Petrol 


£24,775 


CALL OUR NATIONAL TEAM ON OT 9] PS) 60099 FAX 0191 2721313 
£; AUTOMOTIVE GROUP '€ 
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